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dark hazy weather, and drizzling rain; the afternoon fair;
the night cold and frosty. No water here. The country barren
and the soil sandy. We met with several elevations on the
road.
Some of our caravan told me they had seen the ruins of
Babylon about eight hours journey east of hence; but I
imagine they mistook the ruins of Cuff a1 for those of that
city. Cuffa is below Bagdat, and Babylon is generally supposed
above it2. A Persian merchant of our caravan informed me
some remains of the tower of Babel were still to be seen about
twenty miles above Bagdat; and that it was called Nimrod,
from its founder; and on this occasion he amused, me with
the following traditional story: "That Nimrod, in defiance
o the Almighty, gathered together all the people for the
purpose of erecting this tower, and under the direction of
seventy-two Armenian architects, the most famous builders
of their time; when having advanced the fabrick to a great
height, God was pleased to make each of the builders speak
a different tongue. This caused great confusion, and ever since
there has been seventy-two different languages." Finding
him so very particular, I asked which were the languages then
formed, but this exceeded his knowledge. However, it is not
improbable that Babel was hard by Bagdat, or Bagsdeth,
which, as wrell as Babel, signifies confusion.
21ST. This morning the water and sand being frozen, was
obliged to wTait till the sun had thawed them. However,
mounted at nine, our course S.W. f S. one hour and a quarter,
then S. J W. one hour and a half, overahard, stony, and hilly
country; thence S.E. by E. three hours, over a plain, and
came to Rackma3, a rockey cliff, where were several pools of
rain water. Stopped here to let our camels drink, and after-
wards proceeded round the cliff E. f N. three quarters of an
hour, and came to another rockey craig, which joins the
former, and in the rainy season makes a large rivulet of water.
1  Kufa.
2  Kufa and Najaf lay within sight, 25-30 miles due east. The site of
ancient Babylon is of course below Baghdad.
* Ruhaima.